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Lord Chatham. These are the true causes of the un-
satisfactory condition of English Constitutional law,
and of its many grave and dangerous uncertainties.

The impression made on American minds by a
system under which legal questions were debated with
the utmost acrimony, but hardly ever solved, mu^jt
have been deepened by their familiarity with the very
question at issue between the mother-country and the
colonies. On this question Englishmen, content as is
their wont with the rough rule of success or failure
as the test of right or wrong in national undertakings,
have generally accepted the view which was, on the
whole, that of the Whig Opposition. And it must
be allowed that the statesmen of the most unpopular
country in Europe ought to have known that it could
not attempt to subdue a great and distant dependency,
without bringing its most powerful European enemies
on its back. As for American opinion, the merits
of the issue have been buried deep in the nauseous
grandiloquence of the American panegyrical historians.
Yet, in reality, the question was in the highest de-
gree technical, in the highest degree difficult, in the
highest degree fitted for adjudication by an impartial
Court, if such a tribunal could have been imagined.
What was the exact significance of the ancient con-
stitutional formula which connected taxation with
representation ? When broadly stated by the colonists,
it must have struck many Englishmen of that day